Rider
Interview

Chris Kasavage may not be a well
known name in the world of pithikes,
however we are confident that will
soon change. Based out of Orlando,
Florida, Kasavage been doing a great
job destraying the local competition
at Ace and the Orlando Watersports
Complex. Recently, Kasavage’s hard
work and repeated wins paid off as
Chris was offered a factory ride with
the BBR/ Monster Energy Race team.
While catching up with Kasavage, we
got the opportunity to learn a little
about his past, as well as what he
has in store for the future. With a lit-
tle fuck on his side, we are sure it
won't be long before Kasavage is
regarded as one of the fastest riders

in the world of pithikes.







CHRIS KASAVAGE

MiniMoto: Thanks for taking the time
{0 speak with us today, Chris. Before

we jump right in, give us a |itkle™

background abiout yourself,

Chris Kasavage: | have been nding
and racing motorcycles for 17 years,
and | just recently broke into the pit-
bike scene. | have only been riding pit-
hikes for about a year, and | have been

having the time of my life doing it~

MB: What prompted you to stop rid-
ing big bikes and start riding pit-
bikes?

CK: | was down for a while with a bro-

ken wrist and my parents actually
decided to check out a new pithike
track that had opanad near where we
live, While nhgck'mg out the track,

one of fthe pithikes caught my dads |

attention and he suggested that |
check it out. The bike ended up

guess you could say that he was the
one whio mtrmluced me to the slck-
Nness.

s Where do you spend most of your
+ Hime riding and with whom da yau gen-

erally ride?

CK: | spend most of my time riding hare
in Oelando. There are tiwo tracks |
spend most of my time at, &ce and the
Driandy Watersports Complex, better
Hatown as OW.C. Both tracks are awe-
some, | tend to spend most of my time
riding with my BER/Monster Energy
teammate Tom Parsons. | also ride a
lot with the Buffet brothers, Jason
Bagner fram Dagner Performance, and
Todd Gardner, ;

MM: Correct me if | am wrong, but did
h G “gotten really comfortable on it

| just hear you say that you are riding
for the BER/Monster Energy team?
CK: Yes! | recently spoke with the guys
at BER and they turned out to be really
awesome guys and have treated me
well. | purchased a bike from them and
they asked me to represent the east on
their behalf. 5o far it has gone really
well. They provide & lofb of

support and they are a

great team o ride
for

belonging to Eric Peronnard, 50 1/

Mh: You also mentioned Dagner
Performance. We keep hearing that

name come up. Who or what s

Dagner Performance?
CK: lason Dagner is ‘basically the

motor - building master here in

Florida. He has worked with me from
the beginning and has done an awe-
some job on every motor he has built

for me, If you want a hot motar that
runs. incredibly Strong, you need to

- I.I'Iag,rbe We Can get Dagner to build
ug a motor fo review. What type of pit-
bike do you prefer to ride and why?

- CK: Freally consider myself to be more

of a 10" pithike rider. | have spent a
lot of time on my 10" bike, and have

Recently, | picked up a 127 bike from
BER and | have been trying to better
iy skills on it however | would have o
say that | am a better on & 10" bike,

m: 'Nhat nmckﬁmmhmynu
bo wour bikes to get them race ready?

GK: Oh, man! Basically, the only

things stock on my bikes are

the cases. | have more

i, ;W modey in oy pit-
il ;

g bikes | than |

3 have in my big

e

hikes, | have gotten o

the point where | am
selling  my  hig
bikes so |

g L
; :"'E".PT'.ﬁﬁ‘?t-

can biy more minibikes.

Mk From the sounds of it, the Florida
“pithike scene is really blowing up. We
are starting to see more and more fask

Floridians at the races. 'l"ulhat ex.ar;tl; |s
aning on down there? ;

CK: Man, | have no Idaa. ThETE must
be something in the water! | think that
because we have two awesome pit-

 hikes tracks around us, we end up

having a lot of riders making the
switch from big bikes to little bikes, |
have also noticed that our riders tend
to be very motivated pithike rders who
aspire 1o be racers. Maybe we are
spending more time  training, o

mayhe we are getting a little too sm— "

ols, With Flaridz h-emg Warm all year,
we never stap m:img

I Rumor has it that you have a way
of leaving the local competition in the
dust. How often do you race, and what

B

behind being able to smoke the com-
petition?

CK: | race whenever there is a race,
and | try to ride as much as | can which
is only about once a week right now
since 1 am in school, As for my secret,
| really don't know. | just show up and
pin it to win it and sometimes it works
out great and sometimes it doesn't,

MM: You raced the 107 Expert class
al last year's MiniMoto 5X. What was
that experience like?
CK: Wow! that was a good onel |
don’L think | went thare with the con -
fidence | neaded. | ended up riding ok
diring the day, and when | wan my
qualifier dor the might show. |
" started to get my game on and
rode better. In the main, | had
some bad luck with & cou-
ple of crashes
. and just could not
0 put the race together,
It just dide’t furn ouk to be
the best pight of my life.
Govlivieg.:.
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MM: That said, will you be racing the

10" Expert class again next year and
if 50, what do you plan on doing dif< "

with the race format?

OK: Oh yeah. 1 wil be racing the gﬁ
and the 12" Expert classes, anfllgr
be readly for it When that gate drops,
it will be a tatally different ball game
for me. | will be focused, lﬁl’#ﬂ{fﬁf i
to pet a good start so | can do what |
know how ta do.

MM Next year's race will be here
betore you know it. How do you plan
to prepare for next year's race?

CH: | have actually already started
my training, as crazy as it sounds. |
run and go to the gym so | can build
up my stamina. When you are waiting
for the gate to drop and the smell of
gas is in the air, it makes you nervous
and gets your heart rate up, 50l am
trying fo gef ready inr ﬂﬁt- il

i Hﬂ.{!pﬂmﬂj‘é'!q ll!l!fq !Pil:l '_ _manca
«Qﬁaﬂfﬁrﬁﬁﬂi‘@ﬁfﬁ ‘of the fastest
pithike riders around, which riders
do you admire most and why?

CH: Recently | hawve been able to ride
with my BERMonster Energy team-
mate Derek Costella, and he is one of
the most talented riders on a pithike.
He is an amazing rider and is really
fast as well as reallj coal o hang out
~ with, | alsa gut a l}l;mn,l::e o race
against Guy Coaper, who is a greal
person and a really gnnd ambassador

for the spmu{eemmmﬁﬁ ;

Orlando. o
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for this spart, and it was a real honor
to be able torace against kim

st about every pitbike pilot we
o have spoken with has at least ona
ferently now that you are tamiliar

funn].l of horror story involving pit-
- hikes. What's yours?

W‘“EIL Ta be honest, | really don't have

an'y funn].r or horeor - stories yet. |
guess | have been blessed to start
with a great BER bike that never
broke and always ran great. | know
some ofher peaple who have great
stories about snapping frames and

will let you know if anyt

and pithike racing a ‘
will spon disappear. Do you feel there
is any truth to this statement?

- CK: No. | really don't. As a matter of
 fact, | feel that pithike racing has

actually relit the candle for & lot of
peaple. While some people

are ahlz to race big

hikes every week-

end and
not

o
W T

get burned out, most pmple do end
up getling

Pt i;*

 peaple who hz
whatever reason tend to get dr&wn

hack inta riding and racing becauss
pithike racing is an entirely
different scene.

In  your
what

needs to be done Lo keep

pithike racing alive

and well for a long
time to come?

CK: Well, the
raning

SCene

'}:““' I opinian,

to have a defined set of

needs

rules like the wheelbase rule at this
years race, you would end up having
someone show up on a 250F with a
107 set of wheels. For pitbike riding
in general, you really can't have any
rules to keep it fun except for maybe
wearing a helmet.

MM: Thanks for taking the time to
speak with us today, Chris. We wish
you the best of luck and stay out of
harm's way. Before we go, is there
anyone you would Jike to thank or
give a shout out to?

CK: | would like to thank BBR

Matorsports, Monster Energy. Dagner

Performance, Eleckric Visual, MSR
Gear, Central Powersports, Ulkra
fudio, Kicker, and FMF. 1 would
also lika to thank Eric Paronnard
and Tim Clark for getting me
involved  with

AR

ﬂ il



